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CELEBRATE 
AT WESTHOLME
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OF THE OPERA
Exceptional talent on display in the Westholme Theatre

OLYMPIC TORCH
Relay began its Blackburn journey at Billinge House!

LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE BOYS
Everyone is incredibly excited about the arrival of our 
first senior boys in September
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BROADENING
HORIZONS

Poppy Ashworth (Year 9) gets ‘hands on’ 

with a representative from AP Smilecare

Laura Jackson (Upper Sixth) presents her extended project 

on the subject of ‘Is Kate Middleton a style icon?’

There were plenty of careers 
to choose from at the 
Westholme biennial Careers 
Convention on the evening of 
Tuesday 24th April and plenty 
of students and parents all 
keen to ask questions 
and listen to the experts. 

T
he convention was open to all 

students from Year 8 upwards 

and comprised a careers fair for 

Years 8 and 9 plus additional 

presentations, for Years 10 

and above, on Medicine, Psychology, 

Law, Business, Languages, Journalism, 

Engineering, Dentistry, Accountancy, 

Optometry and Teaching. With over thirty 

career areas and six local universities 

represented, Westholme students and 

parents made the most of this valuable 

opportunity to find out more about the 

world of work in a wide range of careers and 

professions, together with the subjects and 

grades required for entry. Westholme's next 

convention – April 2014!

Governors, invited guests, parents and staff 
all enjoyed a superb display of this year’s 
Upper Sixth Extended Projects in the Theatre 
on Tuesday 1st May.

Twenty six girls completed this optional course alongside their A level studies in the hope that 

it will also enable them to achieve the AQA Baccalaureate. 

A wide range of projects were displayed including the creation of an original comic book, a 

study into the government’s current financial policy and an assessment of Kate Middleton as 

a style icon. The hard work, passion and individuality of each project were clear to see and 

it was fascinating to discuss with the students their reasons for their choice of project, what 

they had learnt and how they had developed essential study skills that should stand them in 

good stead for university life.

Well done to all the students who took part and a big thank you to everyone who showed 

their support by attending the exhibition. Presenting the projects is part of the formal 

assessment for the Extended Project so the interest and support shown by all the guests was 

invaluable in enabling the students to perform at their best. 

Young 
Women 
AnD 
Politics

The Office of the Leader of 

the Opposition and the Chief 

Whip invited young women 

aged 17 and 18 years to 

enter the Young Women and 

Politics essay competition. 

Entrants were asked to share their 

thoughts on one of three questions: 

•	 What	are	the	three	most 

important	issues	for	young	

women	in	the	UK?

•	 What	makes	politics	count	for	

young	women	today?

•	 What	can	politicians	do	to	

better	represent	young	people’s	

concerns	in	the	UK?

Congratulations 
to	Westholme's	Upper	Sixth	student,	

Emma	Lawton	on	making	it	into 

the	list	of	top	ten	entrants	

nationwide. The	judges	commented	

on	the	high	standard	of	Emma’s	

essay,	and	author	Louise	Rennison,	

in	particular,	said	how	impressed	she	

was with her work.

cAREERs ConVenTIon

ExtEndEd ProjeCT
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Year 1 and 2 children 

enjoying their ‘Sport 

Relief Mile’

LEARNING THROUGH 

SPORTS RELIEF MILE 
The children of Billinge House really embraced the spirit of Sport Relief.

The day’s events began with the Pre-School and Reception children taking part in an aerobathon, which 

stretched their coordination and had everyone enjoying themselves! Next, it was time for the Year 1 and 

Year 2 children to ‘do their bit’. They had been sponsored to walk the mile from Billinge House to Wilmar 

Lodge; they really did ‘go the extra mile’ as every child wanted to walk the mile back to school too! 

Many passers-by were waving and showing their support as the children were chanting, singing, and 

playing their instruments as they walked. Soon enough, the fields near to Wilmar Lodge were in sight. 

In the distance, they could see Mrs Croston and some of the Sixth Form pupils cheering them on. The 

sun was shining so the children enjoyed some games on the school field before a well deserved lunch.

A staggering £1409 was raised for the charity – well done!

PJ DAY
In early March, you would have 

been forgiven for thinking that 

Nursery children and staff had just 

rolled out of bed, as they all arrived 

in their pyjamas!

However,	it	was	to	support	Humphrey’s	

Pyjama	Week	which	is	a	charity	initiative	

organised	by	The	Children’s	Trust	and	much	

loved	Humphrey’s	Corner.	The	Children’s	

Trust	provides	care,	education,	therapy	

and	rehabilitation	to	children	with	multiple	

disabilities	and	complex	health	needs.

They	had	all	different	colours	of	pyjamas	

with	designs	including	Thomas	the	Tank	

Engine,	Elmo,	Peppa	Pig,	Spiderman,	Hello	

Kitty,	princesses,	Gruffalo,	spots,	flowers	and	

fleecy	bears!	The	children	really	enjoyed	

participating	in	a	variety	

of	activities	including	

a	pyjama	dance	

party,	baking	and	

decorating	buns,	

party	games	and,	for	

an	extra	donation,	

they	could	guess	the	

name	of	the	teddy	

bear.	The	lucky	winner	

was	Henry	Gibson.

RED FOR HEART

COFFEE MORNING
Whoever would have thought a 

few red wigs and deely boppers 

could have caused such hilarity 

for such a good cause? 

The	 successful	 Junior	 Schools'	

Annual	Red	for	Heart	Coffee	Morning	

took	its	usual	place	in	the	calendar;	

it	 is	 now	 a	much	 anticipated	 event	

by	parents	and	children	alike.	Pupils	

accessorised	their	uniforms	with	red	

in	order	to	raise	money	for	The	British	Heart	Foundation.	Many	parents	came	

to	show	their	support	and	have	coffee,	cakes	and	biscuits	served	to	them	by	

the	pupils.	Staff	at	the	Girls’	Junior	School	had	donated	items	for	a	raffle.

Collectively, they raised over £800 for The British Heart Foundation.

CAKE SALES
Hundreds of lovingly made cakes 

have been baked and eaten across 

the entire school for good causes 

including Alzheimer’s UK, The 

Mary Rose Trust, Chester Zoo and 

Nightsafe to name but a few.

Lucy 

Barrett 

(Year 5) 

displays 

her 

beautiful 

cakes

Henry Gibson 

(Nursery)



T
his term we have enjoyed some wonderful competitions 

and great debates! Thirteen out of our fifteen Upper 

Sixth students who participated in the English Speaking 

Board examination secured Distinctions. This is a terrific 

level of success as it is a rigorous process, involving 

leading discussions, presenting and making literary 

recommendations. In the Business and Professional Women’s Public 

Speaking Competition we came second, being narrowly defeated by 

Oswestry, and Hannah Dagnall won the competition for her superb 

role of speaker. We also participated in the Oxford Union Debating 

Competition, and enjoyed an exciting internal Big Debate on the subject 

of ‘Are Technological Advancements Beneficial to Today’s Society?’. All of 

these experiences give our pupils the opportunity to practise their skills 

and gain confidence, leading to high levels of achievement. This was 

evident at the Blackburn Speech Festival, held at the Westholme Theatre, 

where many of our pupils put on some spectacular performances, 

coming away with numerous trophies. Mrs Peers, who visited the Junior 

Schools to judge the Year 6 Public Speaking Competition, said,

Sixth Form 

students 

thrive on the 

Big Debate
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Communicating effectively is one of life’s great skills. At Westholme 
we begin early in our preparations to mould self-assured speakers 
and empathetic listeners. The Infants are involved in LAMDA from 
Year 1 and this focus continues all the way through the School. 

Oxford Debating Team

Business & Professional Business Women’s Public Speaking Team

Year 6 Public Speaking Competition

Infant School LAMDA students

StrictlySpeaking

"Our pupils’ confidence, poise and 
ability to express themselves articulately 
is a real strength across the whole School. 
It makes judging any kind of 
competition nigh on impossible!"
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At the Boys’ Junior School, the pupils and staff enjoyed 

dressing up as a character from their favourite book.

In	the	various	classrooms,	Harry	Potter,	James	Bond	and	Horrid	

Henry	 could	 all	 be	 spotted,	 whilst	 staff	 costumes	 included	

Dorothy	from	The	Wizard	of	Oz	and	Mr	Strong!	Everyone	really	

got	into	the	spirit	of	World	Book	Day	and	it	was	an	excellent	way	

to	bring	reading	to	life.	Can	you	spot	Wally?

We enjoy reading, interpreting, speaking and dramatising literature 
of many kinds at Westholme.

Love of

World Book Day

Shakespeare Speaking
Nearly two hundred of our Senior School girls 

traversed the boards in the annual Shakespeare 

Speaking competition.

Performances	 ranged	 from	 moving	 monologues	 through	

dance	 routines	 to	 clever	 whole-class	 performances	 until	

finally,	a	hilarious	performance	of	the	‘play	within	a	play’	from	

A	 Midsummer	 Night’s	 Dream	 and	 an	 equally	 entertaining	

duologue	from	the	same	play	 (where	Hermia	and	Helena	 fall	

out	over	love),	won	the	day.	Mrs	Croston	commented,	‘This	was	

an	 exceptional	morning	of	 entertainment.	 The	 girls	 all	made	

such	an	impression	on	me.	Never	has	Shakespeare	seemed	so	

accessible.	It	was	simply	brilliant	and	involved	so	many	pupils!’
Fiona Anderson (Year 7) revisits the past 

through Dickens’ ‘Hard Times’

Winners of the 

Junior Prize: A 

Midsummer Night's 

Dream's disastrous 

‘play within a play’ 

by Laila Abbas, 

Yasmin Al-Nufoury, 

Poppy Ashworth, 

Jess Devenney Lees, 

Alicia Pursnani, 

Annabel Steele and 

Emily Winter 

of Year 9

W
 orld Book Day was celebrated in fine style across Westholme on 1st March. At Senior 

School, the theme and focus was Dickens, as we recognised it was 200 years since his 

birth. This presented a great opportunity to don Dickensian costume and think about 

his contribution to fiction. Mrs Hall constructed one of her famous library quizzes which 

was enjoyed as much as ever. It was a reflective, yet fun, day with everyone joining in 

with typical Westholme joie de vivre! 

Since January we have had many opportunities to embrace the literary side of life with World Book Day and our infamous Shakespeare Speaking 

Competition. All of these experiences have given the pupils insight and entertainment; a winning mix for learning!

Literature



MATHEMATICS
illinge House hosted their very first Maths Day. The day began with a special assembly 

based on a mathematical version of ‘The Princess and the Pea’. With mathematical 

minds awake, the children then embarked on a carousel of mathematical activities based 

around well-loved familiar stories shared with their teachers. Stories such as ‘The Night 

Pirates’, ‘Jim and the Beanstalk’ and ‘The Jolly Postman’ paved the way for activities in 

problem solving, weighing, measuring, shape and orienteering, as well as a rich use of 

mathematical vocabulary throughout the day.

It has been another great year in terms of achievements in the field of 

mathematics. Here are some of our highlights….
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MAGNIFICENT

Children from Billinge House thoroughly 

enjoyed their inaugural Maths Day

In January, Westholme’s top mathematician 

Lesley Foster received an offer of a place 

to read Mathematics at Churchill College, 

Cambridge for September 2012. A well 

deserved and impressive achievement. 

We	 have	 enjoyed	 participating	 in	 a	 range	 of	

competitions	 over	 the	 last	 two	 terms.	 In	 the	

UKMT	 Mathematics	 Challenge	 regional	 final,	

Esther	Gibb,	Eleanor	Brooks,	Lucia	Lamoury	and	

Salonee	Shah	all	 did	 a	 fine	 job	of	 representing	

Westholme	this	year.	The	competition	combines	

mathematical,	 communication	 and	 teamwork	

skills	and	offers	another	way	to	develop	pupils’	

enjoyment	 of	Mathematics.	 The	 team	did	 very	

well	and	came	a	respectable	15th	out	of	twenty	

six	schools	from	the	North	West.	

Meanwhile,	in	the	UK	Intermediate	Mathematics	

Challenge	 we	 also	 enjoyed	 notable	 success.	

Over	 200,000	 pupils	 nationwide	 took	 part	

in	 the	 competition	 and,	 this	 year,	 there	 were	

twenty	Westholme	 pupils	 who	 were	 awarded	

certificates.	 Gold	 and	 Best	 in	 School	 went	 to	

Stephanie	 Leaver	 and	 Gold	 and	 Qualifier	 for	

the	Year	9	European	Kangaroo	was	awarded	to	

Kathryn	Jaitly.	Superb!	

Finally	we	also	enjoyed	being	part	of	the	MEM	

(Mathematical	Education	on	Merseyside)	Junior,	 

Senior	 and	 Sixth	 Form	Open	 Challenge	 2012.	

These	 mathematical	 challenges	 are	 run	 by	

Liverpool	 University.	 Pupils	 are	 invited	 to	

produce	 solutions	 to	 a	 series	 of	 challenging	

problems.	 This	 year,	 there	were	 almost	 2,400	

entries	from	over	one	hundred	schools	for	the	

three	competitions.	Hasna	Ghafoor	won	Best	in	

School	for	the	Junior	Challenge,	Sarah	McHugh	

won	 Best	 in	 School	 for	 the	 Senior	 Challenge	

plus	a	certificate	of	merit	and,	in	the	Sixth	Form	

Open	 Challenge,	 Malini	 Dey	 was	 awarded	 a	

certificate	 of	merit.	 Congratulations	 to	 all	 our	

excellent	Mathematicians!	
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The Gala Concert in May 

was the highlight of the 

Westholme 

Musical year

Talented Westholme musicians had their chance to 

shine at the Soloists’ Recital in February

15

I N S P I R E D  B Y

MUSIC
We have enjoyed three tremendous 
concerts in 2012, courtesy of our 
Senior pupils.

T
he Soloists’ Recital kicked off musical proceedings in February. 

From Year 7 through to Sixth Form, students participated with great 

enthusiasm. This particular event is all about showcasing emerging 

talent and encouraging confidence. It was an excellent evening.

The girls then went on to deliver the annual Spring Concert. All of our 

musical groups, from the Junior Choir to the String Orchestra and 

everything in between, were represented! Some of the highlights 

included Ticket to Ride from the Senior Chamber Choir, the beautiful 

Chopin piece from Hannah Dacey (who leaves us to go to the Royal 

College of Music) and the light-hearted Wallace and Gromit from our 

Junior Orchestra. Another superb evening of musical entertainment.

Finally, the season of concerts drew to a close with our magnificent 

Gala Concert. Talented musicians from Upper Sixth performed 

movements from concertos as the climax to their Westholme 

musical careers. The programme for the evening included 

Handel’s Music for the Royal Fireworks, and Offenbach’s Galop 

from Orpheus in the Underworld. Parents and friends of 

Westholme were invited to join the Westholme Choral Society 

to perform Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater. A wonderful evening 

which celebrated music making at its finest. Mrs Croston and 

Mr Millest were sad to see so many of our loyal and extremely 

talented musicians depart for pastures new, but were 

encouraged by the blossoming and development all the girls 

had undergone. A bitter-sweet musical moment. 

Music at the 
Junior Schools
Many of our Beardwood Bank and Beardwood House 

pupils took part in the House Musical Festival at the 

Wilmar Lodge Theatre.

It	was	 a	 really	 special	 event	 as	 it	 promotes	our	 fledgling	players	

and	 really	 gives	 them	 the	chance	 to	 impress	 a	 captive	 audience	

of	 parents	 and	 friends.	 Some	 children	 have	 been	 playing	 their	

chosen	 instruments	 for	 only	 a	 few	 months	 but,	 in	 Westholme	

style,	they	all	gave	of	their	best	and	were	warmly	encouraged.	The	

sheer	breadth	of	talent	on	display	was	incredible;	we	saw	singers,	

pianists,	 harpists,	 brass	 players,	 even	 an	 electric	 guitar!	 Pendle	

emerged	 the	 victorious	 winner	 in	 both	 the	 Boys’	 and	 the	 Girls’	

sections.	Well	done	to	everyone!	

Junior musicians 

after performing 

in the House 

Music Festival
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ART EXHIBITION & PHOTOGRAPHY

1. Jessica Sanderson

2. Humaira Naheed

3. Sophie Hambling

4. Sarah James

5. Sophie Ludlam

On May 31st dozens of friends, parents and supporters of the school gathered in the Library at the Senior School 

to enjoy the annual Art Exhibition. For the first time this year, there was also a wealth of amazing photography on 

display from the first cohort of A Level Photography students. As is usual, Mr and Mrs Lamb were in attendance 

with Mrs Lamb selecting Isabelle Pye’s stunning photograph (pictured above) as the winning piece for the 

George Lamb Art Prize. This will be displayed at Blackburn Chemicals for the next twelve months. 

6. Bronwen Edge

7. Abigail Beardmore

8. Baylee-Jay Maddison-Mahoney

9. Rebecca Gibb

10. Bronwen Edge

11. Lucy Parker

12. Izzy Pye

13. Lucy Parker

14. Rebecca Gibb

15. Beth Walker-Smith

16. Abigail Beardmore

17. Gabriella Carr

18. Poppy Sparrow

19. Charlotte Cure

20. Charlotte Cure
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The Alumni Careers Seminar in Medicine, given by Old 

Westholmians Varsha Jagadesham and Sajida Rasul

Lady Milena Grenfell-Baines, spoke to the Year 9 history students 

about her experiences of being one of nearly seven hundred 

Jewish children saved from the holocaust by Sir Nicholas Winton’s 

‘kindertransport’ as the Nazis invaded Czechoslovakia in 1939

Rida Hussain from Pre-School enjoys a ride on 

‘Dave’ the Shetland pony from Wellybobs Petting Zoo

Mrs Pam Barker, Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire, visited Westholme to 

talk about the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations

We always welcome visitors at Westholme 
as they share their expertise and wisdom 
with us. As usual, our range of guests this 
year has been superb.

OLD GIRLS' 
REUNION LUNCH

The Old Westholmians’ Reunion Lunch for leavers from 

20 and 30 years ago was deemed a great success.

Over	 40	 ‘old	 girls’	 and	 some	 of	 their	 former	 teachers	 (Mrs	

Cave,	 Mrs	 Bradbury,	 Mrs	 Gibson	 and	 Mrs	 Meadowcroft)	

came	together	to	reminisce,	laugh	and	even	cry	as	the	

memories	 came	 flooding	 back.	Many	 of	 our	 guests	

had	not	been	back	since	they	had	picked	up	their	A	

Level	 results	and	Mrs	Croston	was	keen	 to	catch	

up	with	everyone.

A	delicious	lunch	was	put	on	by	our	own	catering	

team	 and	 over	 the	 meal,	 there	 was	 non-stop	

chatter,	 as	 you	 would	 expect.  Mrs	 Croston	

then	 spoke	 to	 the	 group	 about	 all	 the	 exciting	

developments	which	had	occurred	over	the	last	

few	 decades	 and	 they	were	mightily	 impressed.	

They	were	 amazed	 to	 hear	we	would	 now	have	

a	 Senior	 School	 for	 Boys,	 but	 thought	 it	 was	

wise	 of	 us	 to	 adapt	 to	 the	 times	 whilst	 still	

protecting	our	single-sex	ethos.

A	tour	ensued,	but	Mrs	Croston	decided	it	

was	preferable	to	give	them	the	freedom	

to	roam,	as	the	ladies	wanted	to	look	

at	 their	 own	 special	 areas	 from	 the	

memory	 bank.	 Everyone	 seemed	

reluctant	 to	 leave	 but	 we	 hope	 to	

see	them	all	back	here	again	soon!

As part of the Ribble Valley International Piano Week, Westholme 

hosted the Martin Roscoe Piano Recital

19



W E S T H O L M E  L I F E 

VOYAGES
1 LABYRINTH IN 

HEYSHAM
 Upper Sixth Form EPR Students enjoy 

building a labyrinth on the beach at 

Heysham

2 HOCKEY TOUR
 Girls in Years 8-10 getting ready to 

depart on the inaugural hockey tour

3 SACRED PLACES
 Year 8 pupils enter the worlds of 

Christianity, Hinduism and Islam on 

the Sacred Places trip

4 CONWAY
 Girls in Year 8 enjoyed an adventure 

weekend in Conway

5 HOTHERSALL LODGE
 Year 7 girls were ‘Happy in Hothersall’ 

on their Geography Field Trip

6 SCOUT MOOR WIND 
FARM

 Sixth Form Geography students 

visited Scout Moor– the largest 

onshore wind farm in England

7 SKI TRIP
 The Ski Trip took place in the 

February half term holidays. Twenty 

four excited girls journeyed to Serre 

Chevalier, France

8 RIvER STUDIES
 Year 8 have a ‘welly good time’ in the 

River Brock during their river studies 

lesson!

9 LANGUAGE & MEDIA DAY
 Students from Years 10 – 13 attended 

a Languages and Media Day held at 

Ewood Park

10 A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S 
DREAM

 Year 10 Drama students took 

advantage of the glorious weather 

to perform in the woods as part of 

their study of William Shakespeare’s 'A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream'
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1 CLAPHAM BECK
 Year 5 girls exploring Clapham Beck

2 FAIRHAvEN LAKE
 Year 6 girls study coastal environments 

at Fairhaven Lake, Lytham

3 CHILDREN'S WARD
 Troy Morjaria (Pre-School) enjoys 

exploring the Children’s Ward at Royal 
Blackburn Hospital

4 FLEETWOOD MUSEUM
 Lexi Moore (Year 1) playing on the sea 

front in Fleetwood

5 CLITHEROE CASTLE
 Reception children spent a day at 

Clitheroe Castle, to complement their 
studies on castles

6 BUTTERFLY HOUSE
 Year 3 girls enjoyed a day at the 

Butterfly House, Lancaster, as part of 
their Science studies

7 MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 
& INDUSTRY

 Year 2 children watched a 
demonstration of a steam train in 
action on their trip to the Museum of 
Science & Industry, Manchester

8 PATTERDALE
 Dominic Naylor climbing a crag during 

the Year 5 Patterdale Hall trip

9 FIRE STATION
 Ayesha Vose (Pre-School) tries on a 

fireman’s helmet for size!

10 LAKE DISTRICT TRIP
 The sun shone brightly for the Year 2 

trip to the Lake District
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A breAth of 
fresh Air

Congratulations	to	all	the	pupils	

in	Year	11	and	the	Sixth	Form	who	

have	recently	completed	their	

Duke	of	Edinburgh’s	Award.	All	

girls	have	worked	hard	and	shown	

great	commitment,	as	it	takes	about	

a	year	to	complete	each	level	of	

the	Award.	They	have	also	helped	

to	maintain	the	local	and	national	

statistic	that	two	thirds	of	all	DofE	

Awards	are	achieved	by	girls!	

Lower	down	the	School,	the	Juniors	

have	made	the	most	of	their	trips	to	

Hollingworth	Lake,	Patterdale	Hall	

and Boreatton Park. There is nothing 

like	mastering	new	skills	and	feeling	

the	exhilaration	of	triumphing.	

Experiences	shared	with	staff	and	

friends	in	the	great	outdoors	create	

enduring	memories,	and	confidence	

blossoms.	A	healthy	mind	in	a	

healthy	body!	

As is the norm at Westholme, our pupils have challenged themselves 
through outdoor activity aplenty this term. 

Orla O'Beirne 

and Aysha Alli  

(Year 6) having 

fun at PGL

The Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Award 

Bronze practice 

expedition in Bowley, 

Ribble Valley

Matthew Ninan 

(Year 4) enjoys 

riding a BMX at 

Hollingworth Lake
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Every section of the School, from the Infants to the Seniors, wholeheartedly 
embraced British spirit, donned their red, white and blue and looked back on 
the magnificent reign of Queen Elizabeth II with affection and admiration.

I t	really	was	a	special	

time	at	School	

which	the	children	

will	doubtless	

remember	as	

a	landmark	in	

their	own	history.	The	Junior	

and	Infant	pupils	were	fortunate	to	receive	

a	commemorative	coin,	courtesy	of	the	

Westholme	Association,	and	each	individual	

site	enjoyed	its	own	‘street	party’.	As	

usual,	the	catering	team	exceeded	

expectations,	providing	a	wonderful	

selection	of	party	food.	At	Senior	

School,	burgers	and	hot	dogs	were	the	

order	of	the	day	and	the	opportunity	

to	eat	outdoors	was	a	treat	enjoyed	by	

many.	Down	at	the	Junior	Boys’	School,	

the	boys	had	worked	hard	as	a	team	

to	create	their	own	enormous	Union	

Jack.	Mrs	Daley	had	designed	a	colour	

coded	template	unique	to	each	child	

which,	when	assembled	together,	

formed	a	stunning	piece	–	with	

everything	exactly	where	it	should	

be!	Everyone	really	went	the	extra	

mile,	making	bunting,	pulling	

together	collages,	painting	

faces	–	on	the	field	at	Wilmar	

Lodge	we	even	had	60	girls	

forming	the	figure	of	60!	As	

always	at	Westholme,	the	

event	was	embraced	with	

creativity,	imagination	and	great	

energy.	Fabulous!

A

B

C

A
Tilly Daley and Macy 

Hunter (Year 3) enjoy the 

Jubilee Street Party Lunch 

at Beardwood Bank

B
Rebecca Hugill and Kate 

Deegan (Year 1) with their 

own ‘Queen’

C
Ayesha Adam (Pre-School) 

looks wonderful in her 

Union Jack dress!

Sixty Senior School students commemorated 

the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by 

forming the shape of a 

big 60 on the 

sports field

Boys' Junior 

School pupils 

proudly display 

the Union Jack 

Flag they all 

helped to make



TORCH
OLYMPIC
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Around five hundred pupils, parents and staff 

had an early start on Saturday 23rd June to 

gain the best vantage point to see the torch.

There was a fantastic atmosphere and 

Preston New Road was awash with people 

wearing their Westholme purple and green! 

We even made it to the news bulletin on 

BBC's Northwest Tonight!

Westholmers were 
thrilled to learn that 
the Olympic Torch 
Relay was to begin its 
Blackburn journey at 
Billinge House!

French Language Assistant, Simon Beyries celebrated being appointed as the 2012 Olympic Games French announcer for the football events

Street party atmosphere as eager 
Westholmers await the torch

Aliya Badat 

(Reception) 

excitedly 

waits for the 

torch to arrive

Year 2 teacher, Mrs Sutcliffe and the 

Olympic Torch she carried through Keswick

A Level Geographers visit 

the Olympic site

The children in After School Club made this fantastic banner which was displayed on the day of the torch relay
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are made of this...

W E S T H O L M E  L I F E 

...our	 Pre-Schoolers	 enjoying	 a	 Teddy	 Bears’	 Picnic	 with	

Richmond,	 the	 infamous	Westholme	bear.	On	a	beautiful	

sunny	day	at	 the	end	of	May,	our	youngest	 Infant	School	

pupils	 came	 up	 to	 the	 Senior	 Schools	 to	 experience	 a	

delightful	afternoon.	Each	child	had	made	his	or	her	own	

bear	in	the	week	preceding	the	picnic,	filling	it	with	a	‘wish	

cloud’	and	giving	it	a	name	and	identity.	The	bears	were	the	

guests	of	honour	at	the	picnic,	being	offered	a	hula-hoop	

or	two	and	receiving	plentiful	cuddles!	The	children	were	

learning	all	about	journeys,	so	it	was	a	superb	way	to	put	

theory	into	practice,	whilst	having	great	fun.	The	children	

also	 enjoyed	 some	 nature	 in	 action	 as	 they	

spotted	 a	 grey	 squirrel	 and	 looked	

at	 the	 flora	 and	 fauna	 all	 around	

them.	 In	 fact,	we	may	have	some	

budding David Attenboroughs in 

our	 mix,	 judging	 by	 the	 excited	

use	of	binoculars!	

She	said	on	stand-down	day,	 “Today	 is	a	very	 special	and	emotional	one	

for	girls	and	 their	 teachers	alike.	This	 important	milestone	will	 stay	 in	our	

memories	forever,	but	all	that	has	happened	between	the	first	Westholme	day	

and	the	last	is	what	really	counts;	this	is	what	has	made	the	girls	the	vibrant	

young	women	they	are	today.	I	know	many	of	them	have	slogged	through	

some	really	challenging	periods	to	get	the	results	they	want	and	deserve	and	

this	is	a	real	credit	to	them.	Along	the	way	there	have	been	friendships	made,	

lost,	fought	over	and	found	again.	There	have	been	so	many	school	trips	too:	

Blencathra,	ski	trips	and	D	of	E	expeditions…	all	of	them	character-building,	

memory-making	journeys	of	discovery	and	fun!	All	the	challenges	the	girls	

have	faced	have	shaped	them	too:	cross	country,	the	swimming	gala	and	the	

house	general	knowledge	quiz,	the	intense	competition	of	our	house	plays,	

the	last	day	of	term	and	those	infamous	dress	up	days!	It	is	these	day-to-day	

Westholme	events	of	 the	 last	 seven	or	more	years	 that	have	 really	made	

the	Upper	Sixth	the	wonderful,	mature	young	ladies	that	they	are	today.	Of	

course,	this	is	but	the	beginning	for	our	girls.	They	stride	out	into	life	full	of	

purpose,	confidence,	equipped	with	excellent	qualifications	and	remarkable	

social	skills.	Yet,	perhaps	more	importantly,	they	are	all	good	fun,	personable,	

determined,	resilient	and	happy;		that	is	a	superb	achievement	which	we	are	

all	proud	of	at	Westholme.	I	have	every	confidence	that	they	will	all	enjoy	and	

achieve	much	success	in	their	lives	and	I	look	forward	very	much	to	hearing	

all	about	it.	I	will	miss	all	of	them	very	much;	they	have	been	truly	a	superb	

year	group	to	work	with.	My	final	word	to	them	is	to	enjoy	all	that	life	has	to	

throw	at	you,	seize	every	opportunity	and	always	remember	Westholme	with	

fondness	and	a	smile.	Farewell	and	be	happy,	class	of	2012!”	

staNd-doWN daY

teddY Bears' PiCNiC

Cameron Horsfield and 

Sophie Mustoe (Pre-School)

having fun at the Teddy 

Bears’ Picnic

The class of 2012 say a fond 

farewell to Westholme

If you went down to the 
Wilmar Lodge woods this 
term, you may well have 
found a lovely surprise...

Mrs Waldron was 
very sorry to see 
our lovely group 

of Upper Sixth 
students leave us at 

the end of May...



FOCUS ON...

DRAMA

T
he	 standard	 of	 the	 girls’	 work	 was	 outstanding.	 For	 the	

GCSE	pupils,	designs	ranged	from	street	culture	to	romantic	

Grecian	 goddess	 themes.	 A	 Level	 students	 stunned	 us	

with	their	tailored	jackets	and	1940s	style	outfits.	What	an	

inspirational	way	to	start	the	day!	

Also	 this	 term,	 Year	 8	 students	 have	 been	 working	 extremely	 hard	

to	 produce	 beautiful	 cushions	 and	 practical	 pieces,	 along	 with	 a	

comprehensive	folder	of	design	and	written	work.	The	standard	was	

very	high	this	year	and	all	pupils	earned	the	praise	of	their	teachers.	

Congratulations	 to	 Katie	 Thornber,	 Esther	Gibb,	 Sally	 Ralphson	 and	

Fallon	Hargreaves	who	were	awarded	Best	in	Form	prizes.	

Design

Year 11 and Sixth Form Fashion Show

The Westholme stage became a catwalk as our Year 11 and Sixth Form 
Textiles students modelled their wonderful outfits to pupils, staff and 
invited family and friends. 
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T
here were over 100 children involved 
in putting this production on, both 
front and backstage, and it has created 
a real buzz about the School. She 

explains why teaching and learning drama at 

Westholme is such a rewarding experience….

“Almost 60% of girls taking GCSE Drama last 

year received A or A* grades, which is a great 

achievement, and there was a pass rate of 100%. 

I’d love to take the credit for this but, of course, 

it’s a great team effort! Miss Armstrong and Mrs 

Martin work tirelessly to push the girls, encourage 

them out of their comfort zones and take risks. 

There is so much to get involved with in drama; 

it’s not simply about walking out onto stage. The 

Chief Examiner commented that he had never 

seen such impressive stage make-up from GCSE 

students, and there is a host of skills developed in 

areas such as properties making, set design, stage 

management and make-up. We have had some 

fantastic successes with these other aspects of the 

dramatic experience; Lucy Parkinson, who is now 

studying film design at Manchester received rare 

full marks from the examiner for her A2 practical 

in Lighting Design. We work with the pupils to 

find their strengths and we encourage them to 

access parts of themselves they do not yet know. 

It’s fascinating actually, and quite a privilege. The 

fact that our Drama performance DVDs have 

been taken across the country as examples of 

best practice by the moderator tells us something 

about our ability to get the best out of our students.

I think one of the main strengths of the drama 

department is the fact that we do stage two 

semi-professional productions every year. The 

students really gain so much from these hands-

on experiences. They become immersed in the 

world they create, and it develops a life of its own. 

Having really tremendous facilities and resources 

is a fundamental cornerstone of our success too; 

the theatre inspires the girls, and they benefit from 

the costumes, professional prosthetics, amazing 

lighting and sound systems and so on. The 

Westholme Association has been very good to us 

and we have some first class equipment for the 

children to use. These biannual productions allow 

us to offer a wide range of parts to a significant 

cross section of the pupil body and we work hard 

to get the casting right – for the student and for the 

production. The shows really provide a wonderful 

opportunity to learn to harness the power of 

the audience and understand the commitment 

required. What’s more, the plays and musicals 

we put on are genuinely popular events, with a 

loyal following from our community and beyond. 

Not many schools offer that depth of experience.

We must also remember 

just how talented our pupils 

here are. Right from Junior 

School level, they are 

involved in high level music 

training, public speaking, 

performing arts and so on. 

It makes it easy to work with them as they have 

so much in their skill set already. One of my 

favourite experiences is watching our Year 13 

pupils guiding the Year 7s; the younger ones look 

at them with such reverence and respect. The 

older ones are happy to share their knowledge 

and teach them. The children in Years 7 to 9 tend 

to cut their teeth in Performing Arts Club. We’ve 

had this up and running for 10 years now and 

it’s a fabulous chance for them to experiment, 

learn and grow in confidence. Then, by the 

time they are in Year 10, they are ready for the 

big productions and emerge as really talented 

performers. Backed up by the best orchestra and 

singers, it’s no wonder the shows are so good!

There’s a lot more still to do, of course. We’re 

always looking for ways to exploit new genres, 

take more risks, and Aladdin at Christmas and 

Miss Saigon next summer will certainly push 

us. I’m excited by that and I know the pupils 

will rise to the challenge. We’ll also have our 

boys in full force by then and I think they’ll 

add a new dynamic to productions. I love 

their gung ho, lack of inhibitions and their 

enthusiastic approach. It should add something 

even more special to future productions!

We’ve got some fantastic standards to maintain 
and that in itself is a challenge. After getting top 
band marks for every A-Level production in the 
last six years, I don’t ever want us to slip a notch. 
We keep working as a team to deserve our title 
as an AQA recognised centre of good practice 
for GCSE Drama. We have so much talent in 
the department and so much goodwill towards 
us. In the preparation for Phantom, all kinds of 
helpful people have stepped forward with the 
most amazing skills. Jonathon Oracz has taken 
a leading role in direction and his knowledge of 
the show is of Mastermind standard! Mrs Walker-
Smith and Mrs Stebbings in the Bursary have 
spent hours and hours studiously decorating the 
chandelier, and Joe Galvin and his team have 
done another unbelievable job of building our 
set. Every year they excel themselves in terms of 
creativity. Sean Scott is fast becoming an expert 
sound designer and operator too. The list goes on. 
It really is a whole school effort in every sense. I’m 
proud to be leading the department and having 
such an embarrassment of riches to work with!”

This issue, Westholme Life talks to Cath Roberts, Head of Drama at 
Westholme Senior Schools. In June we successfully staged the ambitious 
musical, Phantom of the Opera.
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StarS of Stage

The	staff	teams	at	both	schools	work	hard	

in	extra-curricular	time	to	practise	and	

rehearse	with	our	amateur	dramatists.	

The	children	really	benefit	from	this	

early	exposure	to	the	Westholme	

Theatre	and	we	find	that	many	of	

the	major	stars	in	our	productions	

have	participated	in	these	groups	

lower	down	the	school.	This	

year	we	had	a	particularly	

strong	WISPA	performance	

of	Aesop’s	Fables	which	

delighted	parents.	The	

Performing	Arts	Group	

showcased	a	wealth	of	

budding	talent	through	

the	media	of	song,	

dance	and	drama.	

T
he Girls’ Junior School put on a spectacular evening 

of high quality entertainment for a packed theatre of 

parents, supporters and friends. The night got off with a 

swing as our youngest Junior School pupils confidently 

appeared on the stage and got us into the zeitgeist with 

a lovely rendition of ‘London 2012’. Harp, brass, violin, cello, string 

and recorder groups were all pitch-perfect and showed musical poise 

beyond their years. The first half of the evening came to a wonderful 

climax with the whole orchestra performing a trio of Beatles’ classics 

under the guidance of Mr Millest. It was upbeat and precisely delivered 

– the perfect end to the perfect first half!

Immediately after the interval, the whole cast of Joseph excitedly 

took their place on the stage. The show, from the very outset, was 

characterised by colour and energy. The multiple sons in their multi-

coloured leggings and tailored baseball caps were the ideal foil 

to the pure white Joseph. The contrast with the coat was perfect. 

Handmade by Mrs Stott, the coat was in itself a work of art and ideally 

represented the favouritism and envy at the heart of the tale. The girls 

interpreted the story extremely well and brought the audience along 

with them through the media of song, dance, comedy timing and 

action. Pom-poms flashed across the stage, dreams were brought to 

life and an enthusiastic choir backed up some truly excellent soloists. 

A number of the main roles were shared, allowing more of the girls 

to take part and they all supported each other with good spirit. It was 

clear that an enormous amount of hard work had been put in by the 

girls themselves and the staff team behind them. The result was a 

polished and engaging performance – and one that belied the tender 

age of the stars! Go, go, go Joseph!

The Performing Arts Group at Senior School 
and the WISPA group at the Junior Schools 
both serve to develop and reveal the potential 

of our younger pupils on the stage.

WISPA Cast 2012

The entire cast of 

Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolour 

Dreamcoat

Tilly Rawlinson, 

Natasha Murray, 

Zoë Armer and 

Darcy Jones 

(Year 7) take part 

in the Performing 

Arts' Presentation 

Club Evening

an amazing coat... an amazing night!
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PHANTASTIC! Westholme pupils wowed audiences in June with 
their spectacular production of The Phantom of the Opera.

T his romantic and highly emotional musical was 

extremely challenging for both the cast and 

production team due to its highly technical 

demands. But everyone rose to the challenge 

and the final shows lifted the calibre of Westholme musicals 

to a whole new level. Audiences were left entranced as 

they drifted off into The Music of the Night...
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SOCIAL EVENTS

On	a	beautiful	evening	 in	 late	May,	guests	arrived	 in	high	

spirits	ready	for	fun	and	fundraising	for	an	excellent	cause.	

To	date,	we	have	eight	children	 in	School	on	Foundation	

Bursaries,	 all	 from	 very	 worthy	 families	 who	 could	 not	

otherwise	 afford	 to	 come	 to	 our	 School.	 Thanks	 to	 the	

generosity	 of	 literally	 hundreds	 of	 supporters,	 we	 were	

able	 to	 raise	 another	 £15,250	 towards	 the	 Bursary	 Fund	

on	 the	 evening.	 Kindly	 donated	 prizes	 ranged	 from	 in-

house	 entertaining	 from	 local	 renowned	 chefs	 Michael	

Heathcote	 and	 Victor	 Yu,	 to	 deluxe	 stays	 in	 London	 and	

the	Lakes	and	range	of	beautiful	paintings!	We	were	lucky	

enough	to	have	50	raffle	prizes	too,	so	many	guests	were	

happy	to	come	away	from	the	evening	with	a	gift	as	well	

as	happy	memories	of	an	excellent	evening.	The	food	and	

entertainment	were	 all	 of	 a	 high	 standard,	 and	 everyone	

was	keen	to	know	if	we	would	be	holding	a	fourth	event!	

Much	 depends	 on	 whether	 the	 loyal	 and	 hard	 working	

committee	can	muster	the	energy!

Thank you to everyone who was involved in this event; it 

really was a great team effort. 

THE	FAMILY	QUIz	NIGHT 
AND THE wESTHOLME 
ASSOCIATION	BILLINGE	
HOUSE	DISCO

T
he	 Westholme	 Association	 has	 worked	 really	

hard	 this	 term	 to	 put	 together	 two	 really	 fun	

events;	the	disco	at	Wilmar	Lodge	for	our	Year	1	

and	2	children,	and	the	Family	Quiz	Night.	Both	

events	 were	 well	 attended	 and	 appreciated	 by	

the	audience!	The	 Infant	School	children	had	an	absolutely	

great	 time	 at	 their	 disco,	 and	 were	 only	 disappointed	 that	

it	does	not	occur	more	 frequently.	 It	 is	amazing	how	much	

pleasure	 loud	music,	 party	 games,	 a	 packet	 of	 crisps	 and	 a	

group	of	friends	can	bring	when	you	are	just	seven	years	old!	

Mums	and	Dads	also	enjoyed	the	chance	to	socialise	 in	 the	

Common	Room.

The	Quiz	Night	was	equally	well	appreciated	by	parents	and	

children	alike.	Over	a	hundred	guests	enjoyed	a	great	evening	

at	 The	 Canberra	 Club,	 for	 the	 first	 Westholme	 Association	

Quiz	Night.	Ably	chaired	by	Quizmaster	David	Holland,	teams	

of	both	children	and	parents	tested	their	knowledge	against	

each	 other	 in	 an	 evening	 of	 fun	 and	 laughter.	 With	 score	

master	Louise	Ormisher	keeping	everyone	in	check,	and	after	

eight	hard-fought	rounds,	 including	those	especially	for	the	

children,	 the	 winning	 team	 collected	 their	 prizes	 and	 the	

coveted	trophy!	

Westholme’s friends and 
parents enjoyed another 

glittering evening at Stanley 
House, celebrating the third 

biennial Bursary Ball. 

Having fun at the disco



Visitors this year enjoyed a tour around our 

fabulous stalls, which ranged from the 

ever-popular Plant Stall and "Sweet" 

Mothers' Day Stall, Accessories 

Stall, Designer Bag Lucky Dip - plus 

many more. The children were 

enticed by the Nail Bar, Bran Tub, Princess 

Stall, Tombola, Toys and Books and not 

forgetting the games in the Sports Hall 

hosted by the Wilmar Lodge pupils.

Refreshments were served in our café for 

those needing to take a break, and those wishing 

to take-away "goodies" could do so from our Cake 

Stall and the "Shajan" Take-away Stand. We also, this 

year, introduced our new Popcorn Stand, which was a 

huge hit with all the children. 

The Westholme Association Committee works 

tirelessly to stage the Annual Spring Fair and, without 

its hard work, along with the help and support of all 

the parents, donors and school staff, this event 

would not be the success it is.

at Westholme
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The Spring Fair has developed 
into a major event in Westholme's 
calendar with all school sites and 
children being involved from 
Nursery to Sixth Form. 

Celebrate

Senior girls 

helped out 

again in the 

later hours

Junior School girls enjoy doing 

their bit for the Music Centre

Much to

Coupled	with	 the	amazing	£7,000 raised	by	

the	Association,	it	made	for	a	very	profitable	

Westholme	morning	indeed!

The second Music Marathon took place 
over 12 hours on the same day as the 
Spring Fair. This was an opportunity to 
involve the younger children in school, 
and they raised over £2,100.

Music Marathon
Spring Fair

Happy pupil, 

Alisha Ismail 

(Year 2) 

enjoys the 

Spring Fair
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So, Mrs Croston, how are you feeling about our 
pioneering boys arriving at Wilmar Lodge? 

“Incredibly excited! This is a fantastic time for the School to be opening 

up its provision to Senior boys. It’s going to bring a new dimension to 

what we offer. The whole place is buzzing!” 

I can see that! What changes have you made to 
the curriculum and the facilities to accommodate 
the boys? 

“Interestingly, at our recent Inspection, it was noted how strong our 

curriculum is. I believe much of what we offer is suitable for boys 

and girls, but obviously there will be some changes required. We are 

introducing some extra time for sport for the boys, and also design 

technology using resistant materials. Of course, this will also be open 

to girls, so in effect, everyone has the chance to benefit from a broader 

curriculum. In terms of facilities, we are creating a hard surface play 

area adjacent to the Boys’ wing. Naturally, the boys will also have 

access to the superb facilities we already have here: the twelve tennis 

courts, the astro-turf pitch, the football pitches, the athletics track, 

swimming pool, sports hall, and so on. They will also benefit from 

expert coaching at East Lancs Cricket Club and Blackburn Rugby Club 

where we already have superb existing links through our Junior Boys’ 

School. We’re also lucky that the Westholme Theatre, science wing, 

library, ICT suite, music centre (newly extended at that!) are all here in 

place, ready to go. The scene is set for girls and boys alike.”

And what about the teachers? How are they preparing? 

“Most of the teachers here have excellent records of teaching boys in 

previous posts, so we have a wealth of experience to tap into. There is no 

doubt that boys and girls require different approaches, which is why we 

are teaching them separately. We are looking forward to some professional 

in-service training from a highly experienced former head of a boys’ school 

to update us on the very latest trends in boys’ education. Our well qualified 

teachers will take this on board and move confidently into a new era. Like 

me, they are hugely excited.” 

It sounds like you have all the planning in hand. How 
do you think the girls will respond to the boys? 

“Quite naturally! Junior girls coming up from Beardwood Bank are entirely 

used to separate teaching but sharing extra-curricular time and activities 

with the boys. It’s just a continuation for them. The girls coming in from 

other primary schools will enjoy the benefits of the system. The older girls 

will encourage the boys without too much fuss. We have a wonderful family 

ethos here. The boys will be welcomed into the community and everyone, 

I am sure, will adjust very well.”

You mentioned older girls. Are you concerned in any 

way that there won’t be any older boys at the outset? 

“It strikes me as more important that the boys have excellent role models, 

and certainly our many male teachers 

are looking at ways they can provide 

that inspiration. We’re thinking about 

all kinds of things – boys’ choirs in the 

community, sporting tournaments, 

outside speakers…. there are many ways 

to create this atmosphere of looking up 

and beyond. We are all highly focused 

on the building of self- esteem and the 

raising of expectations, as we always have 

done with our girls. I foresee no problems with the creation of that same 

culture for boys, with or without the older boys in place. Our new boys will 

be trailblazing and setting up new traditions for others to follow. In that 

sense they are being given new responsibility which will really enhance their 

maturity and social development.”

The House system is a good way to do that. What 
plans do you have in mind for the Boys’ Houses? 

“Yes, the House system is a fantastic way of cutting across ages and building 

camaraderie. The boys will join the current four houses along with the girls. 

We anticipate they will have starring roles in the House plays and events! 

They will also have their own sporting events and competitions. “

So, in a nutshell, what has a Westholme boy got to 
look forward to? 

“Everything! Westholme is a fantastic school; the fact that our pupils love 

coming to school every day is testament to that. It’s going to be just as 

exciting, stimulating and fun for our new boys. At the same time the boys 

will feel safe, operating within a culture of good order, excellent discipline 

and high expectations. We’re all going to pull together as one team and really 

make learning here a special experience. Every boy will leave Westholme as a 

young man with integrity, self-belief and the achievements he needs to make 

his mark in the world. Exactly as we have been doing with girls for years!”

Everyone at Westholme is incredibly excited about the arrival of our 
first cohort of senior boys in September. Preparations are well under 
way for them, to ensure they transition seamlessly. Westholme Life 
talks to Mrs Croston about her views, as we herald this new era…..

 Westholme is a fantastic school; 
the fact that our pupils love coming to 
school every day is testament to that. It’s 
going to be just as exciting, stimulating 
and fun for our new boys.

Let's 
hear it 
for the 
boys!
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KirKham U10 
hocKey 
toUrnament 
The U10 Hockey tournament took place 

at Kirkham Grammar School. They were 

up against some stiff competition from 

the other 9 schools represented.

As	always,	 the	team	played	with	determination,	

winning	3	out	of	 the	first	4	games,	which	 took	

them	 to	 the	 semi-final	 of	 the	 main	 trophy	 as	

runners-up	 in	 their	 section.	 After	 securing	 yet	

another	win	in	this	fixture,	they	qualified	for	the	

final,	 but	 narrowly	 missed	 out	 on	 winning	 the	

tournament.	

The	girls	did	extremely	well	and	came	away	with	

silver	medals	–	well	done!

BPS Swimming 
FinalS 
A selection of Year 5 and 

Year 6 girls and boys took 

part in the BPS Swimming 

Finals all swimming their 

races brilliantly.

Pupils	really	took	on	board	the	

advice	and	training	they	had	been	

given	and	won	a	host	of	medals	

and	trophies	between	them.

An	excellent	performance.

The Juniors have had another stunning sporting season with highlights in 
the field of hockey, swimming, cross country and sportshall. Mr Lewis and Mrs 
Laverick have been highly impressed with the pupils' attitude and endeavour.

SPortShall SUcceSSeS
Junior girls and boys have participated in numerous 

competitions over the last two terms. 

At	 the	AJIS	event,	hosted	by	Westholme,	our	Year	5	and	Year	6	

girls	came	away	with	an	astonishing	16	out	of	22	medals.	Against	

stiff	competition,	 Joseph	Shield	 secured	a	bronze	medal	 in	 the	

standing	long	jump	event.

In	 the	Blackburn	Primary	Schools'	event,	great	performances	 in	

previous	rounds	and	in	the	finals	meant	that	the	girls	won,	scoring	

over	30	points	more	than	the	next	girls’	team.	When	the	girls'	and	

boys'	 points	were	 added	 up,	Westholme	were	 placed	 in	 fourth	

position	in	the	combined	event.

Finally,	 the	 girls	 took	 part	 in	 the	 Lancashire	 Indoor	 Sportshall	

League.	 The	 team	 included	 six	 girls	 who	 had	 secured	 places	

representing	 the	North	West:	 Emily	 Berry,	 Rachael	 Borrowdale,	

Francesca	Hemmings,	Eloise	Littlefair,	Lois	McTiffin	and	Phoebe	

Waddicor.	 The	 league	 was	 made	 up	 of	 athletics	 clubs,	 and	

Westholme	were	the	only	school	to	enter.	With	this	in	mind,	great	

determination	 and	desire	 to	win	 shone	 through	and,	 as	 for	 the	

second	 time	 in	 as	many	 years,	 we	were	 crowned	winners	 and	

won	the	Champions'	Pennant.

BPS croSS coUntry
In	the	Blackburn	Primary	Schools'	Cross	Country	winter	series,	Junior	

girls	took	pole	place	and,	combined	with	the	boys,	they	secured	the	

joint	trophy.	There	was	a	lot	of	determination,	pace	and	commitment	

in	evidence	to	achieve	this	very	impressive	outcome!
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BDSSA Junior, Inter and Sixth Form Swimming 
Championships 2012
Amazingly, Westholme girls were crowned champions in all galas!

Every	one	of	the	three	swimming	galas	was	very	exciting	and	hotly	contested.	Close	finishes	and	an	exceptional	standard	

of	swimming	were	the	hallmarks	of	the	events.	Special	mention	must	go	to	Megan	Davis	who	broke	the	current	record,	

winning	the	individual	medley	event.	Fantastic	swimming	throughout	the	school!	

On	Thursday	1st	March,	the	Blackburn	with	Darwen	Sports	Council	

held	their	annual	Sports	Awards	evening.	Awards	were	presented	

to	teams,	clubs	and	individuals	for	their	sporting	success	over	the	

past	year	at	local,	county	and	national	levels.	Westholme	is	very	

fortunate	to	have	a	number	of	first	class	players	 in	an	extensive	

number	 of	 specialist	 sporting	 areas,	 including	 ice	 skating,	 golf,	

fencing,	fell	running	and	swimming,	to	name	but	a	few.	Pictured	

above	are	some	of	the	girls	who	have	really	excelled	in	their	field	

and	been	responsible	for	gaining	this	high	level	of	recognition	for	

the	School.	Thank	you	and	well	done,	ladies.

Westholme School was awarded 
the prestigious School of the 
Year award in recognition of 
all the different sports in which 
Westholme achieves success.

School Of The Year SPORTING 

HONOURS 

Congratulations 

to the 

Westholmers 

who represent 

their sport at 

County and 

National Level

Blackburn with Darwen School Team of the Year

BDSSA Sixth 

Form Swimming 

Champions 2012

BDSSA Inter Swimming Champions 2012

BDSSA Junior Swimming Champions 2012
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LESS LAMB, MORE TIGER! 
Year 9 pupil, Sophie Lamb competed in the US Kids' Golf 

European Championship held at Luffness New Golf Club, 

Edinburgh over the half term holidays in June. 

This	outstanding	achievement	is	the	latest	in	a	golfing	season	that	has	

seen	Sophie	go	from	strength	to	strength.	In	April,	she	won	the	Northern	

Foursomes	Golf	Championship	playing	 an	ex	pro-golfer	 in	 the	 semi	

final	and	a	very	experienced	former	Scottish	international	in	the	final.	

Sophie	is	one	of	the	youngest	players	to	ever	win	this	prestigious	event.	

At	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 academic	 year,	 Sophie	was	 crowned	North	

of	England	U14s	Girls’	Golf	Champion.	She	was	selected	to	represent	

Lancashire	Ladies	B	team	against	both	Cheshire	and	Yorkshire.	Sophie	

is	 a	 member	 of	 the	 England	 Girls’	 ‘Birdie’	 squad	 and	 has	 been	 the	

Clitheroe	Junior	Knockout	champion	for	the	last	two	years.	

We are very excited to see what the future holds for Sophie! 
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Annabel Steele, Charlotte Booth 

and Grace Daley
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Year 10 and 11 enjoying the Presentation Evening
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Baylee-Jay Maddison Mahoney, 
Emily Latham Taylor and Katie Buckley

Kate Davies, Olivia Pickford 

and Charlotte Berry
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Hayley Forbes & Lauren McCabe

The PE 
Staff an

d Sports
 Captains

Miss Rimmer chats with Prize 
Presenter, Emma Dovey

Sports Captains 2011-2012

Sophie Lamb, Megan Holland and Grace Rawlinson

Olivia Ball & Alice Kate Ramsbottom

Rumi Sutton, Tilly Rawlinson and Emma Taylor
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INAUGURAL 
SPORTS' AWARD 
DINNER 2012
The Inaugural Sports' 
Presentation Dinner was 
held at the Mitton Fold 
Hotel, Langho on Thursday 
3rd May 2012. 

I
t	was	a	wonderful	evening	where	all	of	Westholme’s	

amazing	 sporting	 achievements	were	 celebrated.	

One	hundred	and	eighty	pupils,	parents	and	staff	

attended	with	special	sporting	guest	star,	England	

netballer	Emma	Dovey.

The	 evening	 kicked	 off	 with	 two	 sporting	 quizzes	

followed	 by	 a	 gymnastics	 display	 by	 Anna	 Stevens	 and	

Katie	Mitchell	from	Year	7.	Awards	were	presented	for	the	

Players’	Player,	Coach’s	Player,	Team	of	the	Year,	Team	of	

Endeavour,	Junior	Sports'	Personality	and	Senior	Sports'	

Personality	of	the	Year.

The	 evening’s	 finale	 was	 a	 fantastic	 video	 compilation	

which	brought	the	house	down!	Everyone	is	already	looking	

forward	to	the	Sports	Presentation	evening	next	year!

S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 1 2 
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DAYS
SPORTS'

WeLL done everyone 
for gettIng InvoLved 
and doIng yoUr beSt!

One of the highlights of the 

perhaps just a little competitiveness!

Summer Term are the many sports 

days we hold, with parents and 

grandparents joining us for fun and 

T
hey are really social, happy and team-orientated days, 

and every part of the School participates – even our Pre-

Schoolers! Batons are passed, laps are fiercely run, long 

jumps are taken, balls are thrown, and every second counts! 

Inter-house rivalry is intense, even in the Infant School, and 

everyone pulls out all the stops to gain valuable points for their House. 

The Sports Days sum up Westholme spirit beautifully; encouraging each 

other with camaraderie whilst keeping an eye on the prize!



AUTUMN TERM 2012
Tuesday 4th September – Thursday 20th December

HALF TERM 
Monday 22nd October – Friday 2nd November

SPRING TERM 2013
Tuesday 8th January - Wednesday 27th March

HALF TERM 
Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February

SUMMER TERM 2013
Wednesday 17th April – Friday 12th July

BANK HOLIDAY 
Monday 6th May

HALF TERM 
Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May

* * * * * * * *

AUTUMN TERM 2013
Tuesday 3rd September – Friday 20th December

HALF TERM
Monday 21st October – Friday 1st November inclusive

SPRING TERM 2014
Wednesday 8th January – Wednesday 2nd April

HALF TERM
Monday 17th February – Friday 21st February inclusive

SUMMER TERM 2014
Thursday 24th April – Friday 11th July

BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 5th May

HALF TERM
Monday 26th May – Friday 30th May inclusive

* * * * * * * *

AUTUMN TERM 2014
Begins on Tuesday 2nd September

CHOIR TRIP TO SLOVENIA
Friday 3rd – Thursday 9th August

CRAFT WEEK AT BEARDWOOD BANK
KINGS’ CAMP WEEK AT WILMAR LODGE

Week commencing 6th August

D OF E GOLD ExPEDITION TO YORKSHIRE DALES
Friday 10th – Monday 13th August

THEATRE WEEK - KINGS' CAMP WEEK
Week commencing 13th August

AS AND A2 LEVEL RESULTS DAY
Week commencing 16th August

D OF E SILVER ExPEDITION TO 
FOREST OF BOWLAND

Saturday 18th – Monday 20th August

W CLUB WEEK
Week commencing 20th August

GCSE RESULTS DAY
Thursday 23rd August

START OF THE AUTUMN TERM
Tuesday 4th September

AROUND THE WORLD IN A DAY 
OUR MODERN LANGUAGES DAY FOR YEARS 5 & 6

Saturday 22nd September

OPEN DAY 
Saturday 6th October

ENTRANCE ExAMINATION
Saturday 10th November

HOCKEY PLAY DAY FOR YEARS 5 & 6
Saturday 17th November

DESIGN DAY
Saturday 12th January, 2013

OPEN DAY
Saturday 26th January, 2013

Please	note	that	the	school	website		(www.westholmeschool.com) 
has	an	up-to-date	calendar	of	events.		Also,	each	school	site	has	its	

own	notice	board	where	weekly	activity	sheets	are	posted.	

KEY DATES TERM DATES

w w w.w e s t ho lme s cho o l . c om

Nursery
290 Preston  
New Road,
Blackburn.

BB2 7AA 
Tel: 01254 297390

INfaNt school
Billinge House, 

Preston New Road, 
Blackburn. 

BB2 6PS
Tel: 01254 686590

gIrls’ juNIor 
school

Beardwood Bank, 
Preston New Road, 

Blackburn. BB2 7AA
Tel: 01254 692828

boys’ juNIor 
school

Beardwood House, 
Wycollar Road,

Blackburn. BB2 7AF
Tel: 01254 297380

seNIor school  
for gIrls

Wilmar Lodge, 
Meins Road,

Blackburn. BB2 6QU
Tel: 01254 506070

seNIor school  
for boys

Wilmar Lodge, 
Meins Road,

Blackburn. BB2 6QU
Tel: 01254 506070

sIXth forM
Wilmar Lodge, 

Meins Road, 
Blackburn. 

BB2 6QU
Tel: 01254 506070

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
OPENING TIMES FOR THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS

WEEK 
COMMENCING

MONDAY WEDNESDAY SATURDAY

2nd July Closed 12.30-4.30pm 10am-1pm

9th July 11am-3pm 11am-3pm 10am-1pm

16th July 11am-3pm 11am-3pm 10am-1pm

23rd July 11am-3pm 11am-3pm 10am-1pm

30th July 11am-3pm 11am-3pm 10am-1pm

6th August 11am-3pm 11am-3pm 10am-1pm

13th August 11am-3pm 11am -3pm 10am-1pm

20th August 11am-3pm 11am-3pm Closed

27th August Closed 11am-3pm 10am-1pm

3rd September 11am-3pm 12.30-4.30pm 10am-1pm

WESTHOLME ASSOCIATION SPORTS’ CLUB 
HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES

The Sports Facilities will be open for all of the Westholme 
summer holidays at the normal Sports’ Club opening times, with the 

exception of the 3.40-4.40pm session on Wednesdays. 

In addition to the above times, the swimming pool will be open for 
extra sessions on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 2pm-4pm. 

Normal	hours	resume	week	commencing	10th	September	2012: 
Wednesdays		12.30pm	–	4.30pm			Saturdays		10am	–	1pm

Outside of these hours, contact can be made through the 
Southport shop on 01704 533394

Uniform	can	be	purchased	on	line:	www.schoolwear-centre.co.uk 
User name:	Westholme			Password: 1923


